NEXT STEPS FOR FAITH IN ACTION

If your congregation has caught the flame of being used by Christ in service to others, the conclusion of the Faith in Action curriculum doesn't mean you stop living out your faith. The ministry project may be over, but your journey of transformational ministry is just beginning. 

What are the next steps for your congregation? Your Faith in Action training and service experience may inspire your church to ... 

___ Make Faith in Action weekend an annual event

___ Continue service ministries started through Faith in Action on an ongoing basis

___ Organize a group of churches for joint Faith in Action projects

___ Take a mission trip to participate in an international Faith in Action project 

___ Get training to expand the capacity and impact of your faith in action ministry 

___ Strengthen and expand the community relationships cultivated through Faith in Action 

___ Build on ministry partnerships formed through Faith in Action with local or national 

organizations 

___ Promote ongoing "in-reach" to sustain the congregation's motivation for Faith in Action 

___ Engage in a follow-up church-wide campaign to encourage a deeper level of Faith in Action 

___ Open doors to new outreach initiatives (like the possibilities on the next page)

Consider which of these suggestions can best enable your congregation to capitalize on ministry momentum … take on new challenges … expand your skills in community transformation … and move into deeper experiences of loving the world in Christ's name.

The other tools in the CD can help your church's ministry advance by diagnosing needs for ministry growth ("Building on Faith in Action: Diagnostic Tool"), identifying a ministry focus ("Finding Your Ministry Bulls-Eye"), developing an action plan ("Ministry Opportunities: From Ideas to Action"), and providing information and models ("Resources on Church-Based Community Ministry"). 

The needs are great, but the power of God at work in us is greater still:

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

(Ephesians 3:21-21)

Some Possibilities for Ongoing Outreach Ministry

Once your church gets started, you will begin to see endless possibilities for making a difference by serving your community and world. How about ... 

· job training, placement and support 

· emergency childcare service for working parents 

· refugee resettlement assistance 

· "adopting" a public school with school supply kits, tutoring & after-school care 

· Saturday kids clubs 

· community organizing to address local concerns 

· mentoring children of prisoners 

· walk on behalf of children hurting from illness and hunger (www.worldvision.org/29000steps) 

· affordable housing through construction or rehab 

· ministry to AIDS patients, caregivers and orphans 

· Bible-based support group on addictions or abuse 

· divorce recovery services 

· parish social worker or nurse sponsored by a church coalition 

· food pantry and meal service

· short-term mission trip

· youth sports league 

· advocacy to fight hunger, slave labor, and the sex trade around the world

· financial counseling 

· sharing the Gospel through the arts 

· home services for persons with disabilities 

· support network for women on welfare 

· "kindness evangelism" 

· fight hunger (www.30hourfamine.org)

· family counseling & parenting seminars 

· conflict resolution training & mediation 

· block parties

· crisis or suicide prevention hotline

· car repair for low-income families 

· summer revival services 

· educating and lobbying about creation care stewardship

· GED, ESL (English as a Second Language) or literacy tutoring 

· art classes or art camp

· skate park or playground

· savings club or IDA (individual development account) 

· 
shelter or transitional housing for homeless persons 

· college or private school scholarships for disadvantaged youth

· promoting foster care and adoption 

· participate in a Children's Sabbath (www.childrensdefense.org)

· holiday meals and food baskets

· furniture and appliance warehouse 

· computer center 

· youth entrepreneurship program 

· professional clothing for job seekers 

· drop-in center for seniors and caregivers

· host town meetings, blood drives, other public events 

· "mother's night out" dinner for single moms 

· seminars on topics of relevance to the community

· job fair 

· alternative school or after-school program for at-risk youth

· educational support for teen parents

· mobile health care clinic and preventative health workshops

· day care or pre-school program 

· friendship ministry to international students 

· voter registration drive

· community prayer hotline 

· prison outreach and re-integration assistance for released prisoners

· organize an athletic event to benefit Aids orphans (www.worldvision.org/team) 

· community development corporation

· baby showers for pregnancy center

· disaster relief 

· micro-loans to support international economic development 

· nursing home or hospice visitation

· community center for youth and families

· assistance for immigrants / refugees

· short-term overseas development projects

· advocacy to improve public schools

· gang intervention
· promote child sponsorship (www.worldvision.org)

No church can do everything ... but every church is called to do something. Where is God leadin

